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THE BETHUNE MEMORIAL 


tions and concerneé individuals 
of many different backgrounds, It 
has 156 local sections in 40 states. 
Today it links 25 national affi- 
Hated groups with an outreach 
to 4 million women, 

NCNW 1s moving towards 
challenging new roles in mo- 
bilizing and developing the lead- 
ership of women for action pro» 


grams in the 27 states where 


ow 


Dorothy L. Height, National 


President of the National Counct} 
of Negro Women announced re~ 
cently that May 18 ~ June 18 
has been proclaimed as Mary 
McLeod Bethune Memortal 
Month, The month, which marks 
the 18th Anniversary of the death 
of Mrs, Bethung, coincides with 
the conclusion of the drive to 
raise funds for the Bethune Me~ 


aoa 


morial to be erected in Lincoln 
Park, Washington, D.C. The Me~. 


morial, portraying Mrs, Bethune , 


with two children, will be the 
first dedicated toa Black Ameri-« 
can erected on public land in the 
Nation’s Capital, The drive, 
spearheaded by the National 
Council of Negro Women is now 
in a race against time to meet 


the June deadline as stipulated - 


by the President and the 92nd 
Congress, or the authority to 
use public land and money al- 
ready invested will be lost, 

The original target date, 1963 
had to be abandoned because of 
the National Council of Negro 
Women’s commitment to the 
Civil and Human Rights Movee 
ment, ‘‘The temper of the times 
left no alternative’* :-tated Miss 
Height, Work was resumed in 
1967 with the full support of the 


‘ 


Council for United Civil. Rights 
Leadership. The current fund. 
raising effort has united women . 
all over the country in an ime 
pelling thrust to raise the last 
$60,000 needed for the Me« 
morial’s completion, 

The Bethune Roll of Honor 
has been created to make it 
possible for everyone to be a 
part of the permanent record 


MARY McLEOD BETHUNE 


) for generations to come, The 


name of each donor of $lor more 
will be inscribed by states in 
the Bethune Roll of Honor, a 
beautifully embossed book, to 
be prominently displayed in 
Washington, D.C, 

It is fitting that Mary McLeod 
Bethune is chosen for this Hving 
tribute, Born of slave parents, 
she rose to be the founder of 
Bethune Cookman College in 
Daytona Beach, Florida. She was 
adviser to three presidents of 
the United States and a fighter 
for human rights al} of her life, 

She founded the National 
Council of Negro Women in 1935 
in recognition of the need for 
women to work in unity to deal 
with problems confronting the 
Black community, The National 
Council of Negro Women is a 
coalition of national organiza- 


the great majority of Black 
people live, The National Coun« 
cil of Negro Wor.cn current na- 
tional program thrusts are di- 
rected toward eliminating such 
chronic. deprivation as hunger, 


malnutrition and drug addice- 


tion, in combatting racism, in- 

adequate housing, child care and 

education, 
Commitment-Unity-Self-Re- 


ee 


liance are key underlying con~ — 
cepts behind NCNW's -determi« 
nation to be jypreasingly rele-} 
vant in the decade of the ‘20's, 
Donations to the Bethune 
Commemorative Roll of Honor 
may be addressed to: Bethune 
Honor Roil, National Council Of 
Negro Women, Inc., Post Office 
Box 6617, Church Street Sta. 
tion, New York, New York 10249. 


